
2020 COMMUNITY INVESTMENT APPLICATION 

  

Updates to RSFH Community Investment Process 
 

Roper St. Francis Healthcare is honored to help support other organizations that promote health and serve our 
community, so that together we are able to make a difference in the lives of people, and in particular the 
underserved, in our community. 
 
The IRS has specific guidelines for nonprofit health systems on how community investment funds are spent and 
what is considered charitable. These changes started in 2016, so below are the guidelines to help community 
organizations understand what is now required of Roper St. Francis for community investment opportunities. 

 
Please feel free to contact our Community Services Program Manager, Tara Tsehlana (Tara.Tsehlana@rsfh.com), 
for any questions about your application and/or the new process. 
 
IRS Guidelines Checklist 

o Must be a 501(c)(3) 
o Must be working to positively impact a prioritized need identified in our 2016 Community Health Needs 

Assessment (Listed on PAGE 3) 
o Funds must be directed to program services rather than fundraising events 
o Request cannot have a primary marketing purpose 
o Must have a health tie-in 
o See PAGE 2 for APPLICATION 
o See PAGE 3 for 2020 Prioritized Needs List 
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2020 COMMUNITY INVESTMENT APPLICATION 

  
Name of Organization:   ___________________________________________________  
Address:   _______________________________________________________________   
Phone: _______________________   Email:____________________________________ 
Contact Person:    ________________________________________________________  
Amount Requested:    ___________________________  
501-C-3?      __  Yes   __  No 
Previous donations from RSFH?   __  Yes  __ No 
If so, what was the amount?  ________________________   
How were the funds used, and how many people were impacted? ____________________________________  
 __________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 __________________________________________________________________________________________  
 __________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 __________________________________________________________________________________________  
 __________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 __________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Which of the prioritized needs is your organization impacting? 

 Access to Care  Clinical Preventive Services     Maternal, Infant & Child Health 
 Behavioral Health   Obesity, Nutrition & Physical Activity 

 
Please describe how the funds will impact our community in regards to one or more of the above health 
topics: _____________________________________________________________________ ________________  
 __________________________________________________________________________________________  
 __________________________________________________________________________________________  
 __________________________________________________________________________________________  
 __________________________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please describe how the funds will be used, and be as specific as possible: _____________________________  
 __________________________________________________________________________________________  
 __________________________________________________________________________________________  
 __________________________________________________________________________________________  
 __________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Number of people expected to benefit: __________________________________________________________ 
 
Please send your completed application to: Tara.Tsehlana@RSFH.com or mail to:      
Tara Tsehlana, 149 St. James Ave, Goose Creek, SC 29445 
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2020 COMMUNITY INVESTMENT APPLICATION 

  
 

Prioritized Community Needs of the Tri-County 
 

• Access to Care. More than 20% of Tri-county residents are without health insurance at any given 
time. Nearly 16% of adults do not have a regular doctor and approximately 14% of hospital 
discharges are designated as due to ambulatory care sensitive conditions, conditions that could have 
been prevented if adequate primary care resources were available and accessed by patients. 
 

• Clinical Preventive Services. Routine physical exams, disease screenings and immunizations have 
been highlighted as critical preventive services to reduce premature death and disability. Yet, 
thousands of South Carolinians forgo preventive services due to a list of antecedents.  Fortunately, 
the Tri-County has been ranked as three of the healthiest counties (of 46) in South Carolina. 
According to County Health Rankings, Dorchester County is the second healthiest county based on 
how long people live and how healthy people feel.  

 
• Behavioral Health. Research has proven that adults and children with undiagnosed and untreated 

mental health issues are at higher risk for unhealthy and unsafe behaviors. Behaviors like alcohol or 
drug abuse, violent or self-destructive behavior, and suicide have been noted as measurable 
indicators of a community’s mental health. County Health Rankings identifies a shortage of mental 
health providers in the Tri-County area 
 

• Obesity, Nutrition & Physical Activity. Diet, exercise and weight management are the foundations 
of health and wellness. A healthy balance of each greatly contributes to better long-term health 
outcomes and decreased health risks. USDA data shows a number of food deserts in the Tri-County 
area, a common measure synonymous with high poverty areas. Charleston County contains 12 
urban census tracts that have a significant number of people with low access to a grocery store. 
Berkeley and Dorchester counties contain rural census tract food deserts, which means a significant 
amount of people are more than 10 miles from a healthy food outlet. 

 
• Maternal, Infant & Child Health. The health of a community’s women and children are essential to 

growth and will predict the future’s public health strengths and challenges. The Healthy People 2020 
recognizes adequate prenatal care and birth outcomes as two strong indicators of infant death and 
disability. Charleston County has the lowest infant mortality rate in the state (4.8 per 1,000 live 
births), and Berkeley County has one of the highest (7.2 per 1,000 live births). However, prenatal 
care and birth weight rates are comparable between the counties and with the state. 

 


